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Review of Art Books 

By CHARLES LOUIS BORGMEYER 



OUR PHILADELPHIA— by E. Robbins 
Pennell and Joseph Pennell. U. B. Lip- 
pincott Company, Philadelphia and Lon- 
don, Publishers. $7-50.1 

AMERICA had done little, if anything, for 
art until after the Philadelphia Academy 
was started — the first of its kind in Amer- 
ica — more than one hundred years ago. In the 
chapters "Philadelphia and Art" a fitting tribute 
is made to this great city in which American Art 
and American Independence first asserted them- 
selves. 

Elizabeth and Joseph Pennell are delightful and 
charming people. They have a personal, intimate 
knowledge of the facts in their book which in 
their abunaance of details and dates leaves noth- 
ing to be desired. The personal reminiscences 
have that accent of love that gives to the book 
something unusual in its communicativeness and 



fascinating attractiveness. In Mr. Pennell's con- 
tribution of one hundred and five illustrations, all 
from lithographs, one positively sees again the 
charming, old places of Philadelphia. How they 
all come back to one on turning these pages! 
One sees again the Philadelphia as it was of old, 
and the people who were then of importance in 
art, and o e feels in it the love of art, the prac- 
tise of it because it must be practised, art for 
art's sake and nothing else. 

One feels a spontaneous interest for the city 
of their youth in this joint tribute of loyalty and 
love, a tenderness, a tendency to dream. Vague 
formless pictures hint at a perfect understanding 
between the authors, and in a measure the reader 
partakes of the happiness and friendly compan- 
ionship which prompted its preparation. One is 
prompted to inquire why should we not all give 
welcome to this unusually good and interesting 
book? 



